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This was one of the  most frequent commands Jesus gives us
-  "Do not Fear".  The world we find ourselves in right now with
a  pandemic is very scary, but the command doesn't change -

Do not Fear.  How do we do that with so much uncertainty,
uneasiness, and unknowns?  Only with the help of our

Heavenly Father.  Many of you haven't experienced a death  in
your life, yet these are the feelings our Starlight families have
everyday.  Uncertainty, uneasiness, and unknowns about their
futures.  We encourage them, the same we are today - to Do

not Fear.  Easier said then done, I know, but it is a promise we
all can hold onto when there doesn't seem to be 

anything else that we can hold.  
 

So, how are we at Starlight handling this situation?  With much
prayer and grace!   We did have to cancel our groups due to the

government mandates, but we are creatively thinking about
how we can still provide Hope , healing, and support to our

families.  One of the ways we are providing support are private
Facebook groups for our families.  We are checking in with
each of our families making sure they are healthy and safe. 

 We're looking into providing virtual support groups in mid April
when our final session was to begin.  We also are still taking

calls, doing intakes, and offering support over the phone.  So if
you or someone you know is in need of grief support -

especially during this crisis in our country - please know we are
available for you and willing to walk alongside you.

 
Please continue to pray for our families and for each other.  We

pray for safety and health for the front line workers.  Pray for
our staff and board as we continue planning and preparing for

the future.  Pray for our leaders locally, statewide, and
nationally.  They need our prayers more than ever right now.

 
We also ask, if you are able and willing, to continue to

financially support Starlight.  Included in this newsletter is a
donation envelope.  We anticipate our services being needed

more than ever in the upcoming months.  Please consider
helping us financially so we can be there for the families who

are yet to come.      
 

For His glory alone.....       
Jolynn Van Wienen
Executive Director

 
 

Do not Fear...

"So do not fear, for I am with

you; do not be dismayed, for I am

your God.  I will strengthen you

and help you; I will uphold you

with my righteous right hand."

Spring 2020

Isaiah 41:10



Camp Anew is a camp for children ages 7-17
who have experienced the death of a significant

person in their lives. 
 

IT IS NOT NECESSARY TO BE A PARTICIPANT
OF STARLIGHT MINISTRIES IN ORDER TO

ATTEND.
 

The goal of camp is to help the campers
understand that their grief journey is unique and
can bring a greater understnading of who they

are, now that this loss has occurred.
 

Activities center on methods to express and
address grief emotions that may be difficult to

articulate verbally

Facilitator Training

Available
 

If you are interested in walking alongside

someone who is grieving, we have training

available!

The next training session will be:

 

August 25: 5:30-8:30pm 

[Muskegon location]

August 26: 5:30-8:30pm

[Jenison location]

August 27: 5:30-8:30pm

[Ada location]

August 29: 9-3pm 

all attendees at Starlight offices

PLANS ARE IN FULL SWING FOR CAMP ANEW!
Dates:  July 8 - 10, 2020

Location:  Warner Memorial Camp
 60 55th Street

Grand Junction, MI  49056 

Cost per Child:
Tier 1 -   $250      {Full Camper Cost}
Tier 2 -   $150      {Partial subsidy}
Tier 3 -   $50        {Full subsidy}

 
Those who need financial assistance beyond Tier 3 pricing,
please request a scholarship application by calling Starlight
Ministries at 616.662.1999 or email info@starlightmin.org

10% off tier price for each additional child
A non-refundable $50 deposit/child must accompany all

registrations for camp.

To register:  visit www.STARLIGHTMIN.org or call 616.662.1999

CARES ACT

60% of AGI Limit Suspended for 2020.  

Corporations’ 10% Limit Increased to 25% for 2020.  

New $300 Deduction for Qualified Charitable Donations. 

 

For the 2020 tax year, individuals can deduct any cash
contributions made to qualified charitable organizations, up to
100% of their adjusted gross income (AGI).  Deductions for
cash donations were previously limited to 60% of the
taxpayer’s AGI.  
 

For the 2020 tax year, corporations can deduct up to 25% of
the taxpayer’s taxable income for any cash contributions
made to qualified charitable organizations. Deductions for
cash donations were previously limited to 10% of the
taxpayer’s taxable income.  
 

Individuals who take the standard deduction can claim an
above-the-line tax deduction for cash donations to qualified
charitable organizations, up to $300.

Registrations open May15

EXPANDS CHARITABLE GIVING



Starting in September, we will be in need of people to
plan, prepare, and serve the meals at group each

Thursday night in Jenison.  
 

Do you like to cook for a crowd?  Does your small
group or group of friends want to serve in the

community?
 

Contact Paula at paula@starlightmin.org if you are
interested in helping out in this way!

A BIG THANK YOU!

We want to shout out a big thank
you to Tom & Jayne Wierenga. 

 They have lovingly planned,
prepared, and served dinner to

our families for the past 10 years.  
Your faithful support [and

AMAZING meals!] have been so
appreciated by Starlight and all

our families.  Thank you isn't
enough for all the love and

support you've given to Starlight
these past 10 years.  We are

going to miss you both!!

WE NEED YOUR HELP!

Held  Together

Couples Dinner
In Early March, just as the world was changing,

we were able to have our HELD Together
Bereaved Couples Dinner.  

We heard from Ryan & Lisa Flipse and how
they experienced God's grace and provision

after the death of their infant son, Aidan.
It was a wonderful evening being with other

couples who are going through similar
circumstances.  Thank you Flipse's for sharing

your story and encouraging us to know that
God never leaves us.

JOIN US ONLINE!
 

Visit our Facebook page
Register for our monthly e-newsletters or
sign up for our Prayer Warrior Program at

www.STARLIGHTMIN.org
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S A V E  T H E  D A T E S

GRIEF SCOOPS 
 A time to enjoy ice cream and get together  with

other Starlight families
June 18  |  July 16  |  August 20

Time & Location TBD
 

HELD BEREAVED MOM'S RETREAT
August 15

 

FACILITATOR TRAINING
August 25-29

 

FALL GROUPS
September 10 - Jenison location

September 14 - Muskegon location

A big THANK YOU to
Cook Funeral Homes for
generously donating the

printing costs of our
newsletter!


